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‘You visit the earth and water it, 

 you greatly enrich it… 

You water its furrows abundantly, 

 settling its ridges, 

softening it with showers, 

 and blessing its growth.’ 

 

    Psalm 65:9-10 





‘The seed shrivels under the clods, 

the storehouses are desolate; 

the granaries are ruined 

because the grain has failed…. 

   Even the wild beasts cry to you because  

     the water brooks are dried up’ 

 

Joel 1:17-20 





‘They have forsaken me, 

the fountain of living water, 

and dug out cisterns  

for themselves, 

cracked cisterns, 

that can hold no water.’ 

 

Jeremiah 2:13 



 

      Genesis 1:2 
The earth was without form and void,  
and darkness was upon the face of the deep;  
and the Spirit of God was moving over the  
face of the waters. (RSV; also KJV, NIV, JB) 
 
Or: 
…a wind from God swept over the  
face of the waters. (NRSV; JPS) 
 
 



…and the Spirit of God was… 
 
‘brooding’? 
 
‘hovering’ (NIV& REB), on basis of Dt 32:11? 
 
the image ‘suggests that which has an  
ever-changing velocity and direction…’  
(Fretheim, God & World, p. 54). 





“And God said, ‘Let there be a dome in  

the midst of the waters, and let it separate  

the waters from the waters.’ So God made  

the dome and separated the waters that  

were under the dome from the waters that  

were above the dome. And it was so. God  

called the dome Sky.” 

  

Genesis 1:6-7, NRSV 





Exodus 20:4 (= Deut 5:8) 

Deut 33:13  

Gen 49:25 

 



‘In these ways, and many others,  

they [the Israelites] thought about  

the cosmos in much the same way  

that anyone in the ancient world  

thought, and not at all like anyone  

thinks today. And God did not think  

it important to revise their thinking.  

… It makes perfect sense that God  

communicated his revelation to his  

immediate audience in terms they  

understood.’  

J. Walton, Lost World of Gen 1, pp. 16-17. 



‘…a stream would rise from the earth 

 and water the whole face of the ground’  

Genesis 2:6. 

 

 ‘A river flows out of Eden to water the garden,  

and from there it divides and becomes four  

branches.’  

Genesis 2:10. 



He said to me, “This water flows toward the  

eastern region and goes down into the  

Arabah; and when it enters the sea, the sea  

of stagnant waters, the water will become fresh.  

Wherever the river goes, every living creature  

that swarms will live, and there will be very  

many fish, once these waters reach there….” 

 

Ezekiel 47:8-9  



“On the banks, on both sides of the river, there  

will grow all kinds of trees for food. Their leaves  

will not wither nor their fruit fail, but they will  

bear fresh fruit every month, because the water  

for them flows from the sanctuary. Their fruit will  

be for food, and their leaves for healing.”  

 

Ezekiel 47:12 



‘Then he showed me the river of the water  

of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the  

throne of God and of the Lamb….  

On either side of the river is the tree of life  

with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its  

fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree  

are for the healing of the nations.’ 

 

Revelation 21:1-5 



‘Those who drink of the water that I will  

give them will never be thirsty…’  

 

John 4:14 

 

‘Let anyone who is thirsty come to me, and  

let the one who believes in me drink…’  

 

John 7:37-38 



You make springs gush forth in the valleys; 

they flow between the hills, 

giving drink to every wild animal; 

the wild asses quench their thirst. 

By the streams the birds of the air have their 

habitation; 

they sing among the branches. 

From your lofty abode you water the mountains; 

the earth is satisfied with the fruit of your work.  

 

Psalm 104:10-13 



‘For there is hope for a tree, 

if it be cut down,  

that it will sprout again…. 

Though its root grow old  

in the earth, 

and its stump die in the soil, 

yet at the scent of water  

it will bud, 

and put out branches 

like a young plant.’ 

 

  Job 14:7-9 



‘But a man dies  

 and is laid low; 

man breathes his last 

 and where is he? 

…a man lies down 

and rises not again.’ 
 

  Job 14:10-12 



They are like trees planted by  

 streams of water, 

Which yield their fruit in its season, 

 and their leaves do not wither.  

 

Psalm 1:3 



‘For he draws up the drops of water; 

he distills his mist in rain,  

which the skies pour down 

and drop upon humans abundantly.’ 

 
Job 36:27-8 

 



“Who has cleft a channel for the rain, 

    and a way for the thunderbolt, 

to bring rain on a land where no one lives, 

    on the desert devoid of human life, 

to satisfy the waste and desolate land, 

    and to make the ground sprout  

 with grass?” 
     Job 38:25-27 



‘Has the rain a father, 

 or who has begotten  

  the drops of dew? 

From whose womb did the ice  

 come forth, 

and who has given birth  

 to the hoarfrost of heaven?’ 

 

      Job 38:28-9 

 



‘Love your enemies and pray for those  

who persecute you, so that you may be  

children of your Father in heaven;  

for he… sends his rain on the righteous  

and the unrighteous.’  

 

Matthew 5:45 



‘Save me, O God,  

 for the waters have come  

 up to my neck…. 

I have come into deep waters, 

 and the flood sweeps over me.’ 

Ps 69:1, 3. 



‘If it had not been the Lord who was  

 on our side, 

when our enemies attacked us… 

then the flood would have swept us away, 

the torrent would have gone over us.’ 

     Psalm 124:2-4. 



 Who shut in the sea with doors  

     when it burst out from the womb,  

when I made the clouds its garment 

     and thick darkness its swaddling  

     band… 



 
and  prescribed limits for it 

   and set bars and doors,  

and said, ‘Thus far shall you 

come and no farther,  

  and here shall your proud  

      waves be stayed’? 

 
                                    Job 38:8-11 



 

‘Who shut in the sea with doors 

   when it burst out from the womb, 

when I made clouds its garment 

   and thick darkness its swaddling band, 

and prescribed limits for it 

   and set bars and doors,  

and said, “Thus far shall you come 

   and no farther, 

and here shall your proud waves  

   be stayed”?’ 

                                         Job 38:8-11 



 

‘The floods have lifted up, O Lord, 

 the floods have lifted up their voice; 

  the floods lift up their roaring. 

More majestic than the thunders of  

 mighty waters, 

more majestic than the waves of the sea, 

 majestic on high is the Lord!’ 

   

    Ps 93:3-4 



 

‘The waters wear away the stones; 

 the torrents wash away  

 the soil of the earth; 

so you destroy the hope of mortals.’ 

 

Job 14:19 



‘…I made gardens and parks and planted 

all kinds of fruit trees in them. I made  

reservoirs to water groves of flourishing 

trees…’ 

 

Ecclesiastes 2:4-6 
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