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Author:  Dr Krish Kandiah heads up Slipstream and is Executive Director: Churches in Mission at Evangelical Alliance. 
 
Dr Chris Wright has provided us with a masterclass in missional hermeneutics. Not only is 
his fourfold overview of current approaches to missionary readings of the canon extremely 
helpful, but his worked example of what this can look like by exploring the little-taught book of 
Jeremiah is a real gift to preachers and teachers alike. We are all indebted to Dr Wright for 
his excellent work. 

One questioner pursued the issue of what mission in Babylon really looks like, and this is a 
vital question for today. This in my view was the only area of inadequacy in Dr Wright’s 
presentation as his lecture does not sufficiently define what mission looks like for the church 
today. It is only in the very last question that Dr Wright explores the challenge of 
individualism of many approaches to mission and evangelism. Some could hear Dr Wright’s 
call to mission and missional ethics in purely individualistic terms: “Don’t fiddle your 
expenses”, “be kind to the poor,” “be like Daniel”, etc. But what should exilic mission look like 
for the body of Christ? The challenge as always for the academy is how to connect with the 
church – not just to provide theoretical frameworks but to inspire, provoke, challenge and 
model missional practice so that orthodoxy remains connected with orthopraxy. 

This is something that the Evangelical Alliance has been working on with its Square Mile 
initiative. Drawing on the scholarship of thinkers such as NT Wright, Tim Keller, Elaine 
Storkey and Jim Wallis, we have adopted a four-dimensional approach to mission in exile, 
using the letters of the word MILE as an acronym: 

Mercy – showing compassion to the needy 

Influence – a transformative agenda to seek to bless Babylon by being salt and light 
in the public life of our communities. (Incidentally an exposition of Jeremiah 29 from 
Wright, Storkey and Keller forms the centre piece of the DVD material on Influence) 

Life Discipleship – helping individuals to capture a mission approach to the whole of 
life 

Evangelism – verbal proclamation of the gospel in terms that are faithful to scripture 
and relevant to the culture 

 
Through daily devotional material in the Square Mile workbook, and through biblical teaching 
and inspiring real life stories in the Square Mile DVD for use in Sunday services or small 
groups, Square Mile is a great way to connect Dr Wright’s fantastic theory into missional 
praxis. 

 
 
 

 
 

Please Note: The views expressed in this article are those of the author and do not necessarily reflect the position 
of Redcliffe College. 

If you would like to respond to this article, please use the ‘Voice your comments’ form on the Encounters website 
(www.redcliffe.org/encounters).  You may prefer to email your response to mission@redcliffe.org, in which case 
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posted on the Encounters discussion board. 
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