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We need some reflection on mission and media – there is a plethora of issues to be 
understood here e.g.  

• the implications of a networked society for short and long term mission 

• inclusion and exclusion in a digital world 

• advocacy for mission in a mediated society – what are the current stories that need to 
be articulated? 

• e-learning and e-training in mission discipleship 

• examining the impact of radio, TV and internet as instruments of mission in countries 
where it is difficult to share the gospel openly compared to those in which Christian 
media is openly welcome (God TV, tele-evangelism) or where Christian issues are of 
wider public interest e.g. the Monastery series or that of Vicars’ wives on British TV. 

We need more missiological thinking on handling the Christian story in a mediated society. 
What are the guiding principles for Christian mission in the media? How do we effectively 
engage in politics, public discourse and power? In what ways can the church in mission be a 
prophetic voice to the unhealthy dynamics of tribalism, nationalism or imperial ambition? 
Given the number of wars in the past fifty years involving ‘perceived’ Christian nations, and 
significant genocide in places which espouse a Christian gospel e.g. Serbia and Rwanda, 
does our Christian mission actually make disciples that work for the peace and protection of 
others? This is not just a Christian concern. Rising fundamentalism of several faiths – 
Christian, Islamic and Hindu has led to the charge that religion seriously damages your 
health and its missionaries are the harbingers of sectarianism and cultural oppression. 

 
Discipleship, Conversion and Article 18 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
which announces that every person over eighteen years of age should have the right to 
freedom of thought, conscience and religion and freedom to practice it or to change religion, 
also needs much reflection. A great theme could be a comparison between the Christian 
gospel with its concomitant mission activity and the United Nations Universal Declaration and 
its current activity to further that declaration. Can secularism be an ally and alternative to 
Christianity, depending on context? 

 
The history of mission needs more attention. What current and projected trends can we 
discern by studying the past? One area of traditional mission involvement is with the 
provision of diverse health care, including public health, institutional care, and addiction. For 
instance, there has been an incredible growth in global addictive behaviour over the last 
thirty years but also some impressive Christian responses to people who are addicted. These 
responses can assist the wider church also in becoming more effective mission communities. 

 
Business as mission is an increasingly used, though diverse, concept. The language of 
entrepreneurship is being re-instated in Western Christian language as it is realised that both 
character and skill sets are needed to help develop and transform communities. It would be 
worth examining current trends in fair trade, employment creation, micro-financing, and 
social enterprise markets, to see the advantages and disadvantages of this approach to 
Christian transformation. 
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A synopsis of current missiological frameworks would be helpful, in order to see which 
missiologies have positive implications for helping us to understand and engage in God’s 
activities in the world. There are new insights from ecclesiology, pneumatology, and 
Trinitarian theology, that can help us understand how we relate in the world with others. 

 
What are the current missiological implications of denominationalism and ecumenism 
– can Orthodox, Protestant, Catholic and Pentecostal groups effectively demonstrate the 
gospel in the same area? There has been little said about acknowledging mission within the 
Orthodox church family. What are the implications for mission in post-communist countries 
and, in some places, the resurgence of the Orthodox Church? Do Western Christian 
missionaries have any respect for the culture, beliefs and practices of Eastern Orthodox 
Christians? 

 
I would welcome further reflection on the growth of the indigenous emerging mission 
movements and how they are developing with and without the encouragement of 
international groups e.g. what can Western Christians learn from the African Independent 
Churches or from the Chinese small group movements? 
 

 
 

Please Note: The views expressed in this article are those of the author and do not necessarily reflect the position 
of Redcliffe College. 

If you would like to respond to this article, please use the ‘Voice your comments’ form on the Encounters website 
(www.redcliffe.org/encounters). You may prefer to email your response to mission@redcliffe.org, in which case 
please remember to include your full name, your organisation/role and whether you would like your comments 
posted on the Encounters discussion board. 
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