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Speaking up for Justice   
Connecting Church and Government                    
 

Rachel Davies, Prostitution and Trafficking Policy Officer, CARE [1] 
 

 

‘The business is not run by stupid people.’ 

 

Ardita Kraja’s words have haunted me ever since I first read the article [2] describing her 

account of trafficking and subsequent sexual exploitation in the UK.  Between April and 

December 2009 over 500 cases were referred to the United Kingdom Human Trafficking 

Centre (UKHTC) with 26% of those cases being children.  What is particularly concerning is 

that this figure only indicates how many people have been found and referred within one six 

month period.  It is unknown how many more people are still being exploited – unseen and 

unheard. 

 

Ardita’s words are a haunting reminder that the criminal gangs who use people like her are 

strategically clever and very good at what they do.   

 

All of us have been vulnerable in one sense or another at some point in our lives.  Traffickers 

are highly skilled in identifying what a person’s vulnerability is and then using it to exploit 

them.  Often the people they abuse are not in a position to speak up and seek help.  The 

tactics used to silence exploited people are both manipulative and clever. 

 

Although the common perception is that modern slavery is always accompanied by physical 

chains and locked rooms, it often takes a more subtle form.  Threats made to family back 

home are not uncommon.  Sometimes the traffickers will even pay the victim a ‘token’ wage 

– often very low – to cover up the appearance of blatant exploitation.  In many cases 

exploited migrant workers will not even realise that they have been the victims of a crime. 

 

I once came across a case where a Thai woman was brought to London by a criminal gang.  

On arrival she was told that she owed £20,000 for the travel arrangements made on her 

behalf and had to work in prostitution until she paid it off.  She did not have a good grasp of 

the English language and was told that the gang had contacts in the British police force.  

Although horrified by what she was told to do, she accepted the situation as she did not 

realise that there was an alternative.  Every week her pimp added costs for food, rent and 

clothing.  When the police found her six months later, her ‘debt’ had doubled. 

 

I have also come across cases where girls have been sold to brothels by their ‘boyfriends’, 

Vietnamese children have been forced to work in cannabis factories by a ‘family friend’ and a 

person’s home town police officer has turned out to be a trafficking recruiter.  The 
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psychological manipulation used is often so severe that victims will be hesitant to reveal the 

full extent of their situation even after they have escaped. 

 

Advocacy 

‘Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves, for the rights of all who are destitute.’ 

[3] 

 

This verse has a poignant resonance when applied to the situation of those who are crushed 

and oppressed by people who abuse their own position of power. 

 

When people think of the word ‘advocacy’ it can sometimes drum up images of protesters 

with placards, chaining themselves to the railings outside Parliament.  Although this image 

may apply in some cases, this is only one outworking of the term.  The official definition of an 

advocate is a person who pleads a case on someone else’s behalf. 

 

Engaging at a grassroots level to help each individual is imperative, but so is engagement to 

change the structures that allow the exploitation to happen in the first place.   At CARE we 

partner with Beyond the Streets, [4] a network of local projects engaging with people in 

prostitution, as we see this partnership of grassroots work and structural change as vital.  If 

the aim is to communicate on behalf of someone else then it is important that we are – in 

some way – informed by that person.  It is also important to make sure that we are led by 

what the survivors want to communicate, rather than simply pushing our own agenda which 

may or may not resonate with the person who we are actually advocating for. 

 

 

Political engagement 

When Wilberforce and his companions began their campaign to abolish slavery in the late 

1700s, I wonder if they suspected that it would take over forty years to achieve their goal.  

Many personal sacrifices were made in the course of those decades and perseverance was 

key to the eventual success. 

 

This great achievement is most often credited to William Wilberforce, who played a 

prominent role in the campaign.  However, what we need to draw on for today’s climate is the 

recognition that abolition was not brought about by one man alone. 

 

The end of the legal slave trade was achieved by a movement of people who refused to 

adhere to the status quo.  Every person who refused to take sugar in their tea, or signed a 

petition, or badgered their Member of Parliament, or who was brave enough to air their views 

over dinner, contributed to the eventual change in legislation. 
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It can be easy to think that our own voice does not matter and cannot possibly make any 

difference.  However, together our individual tones become a movement which changes the 

culture around us and has the power to influence strategic change at a high level. 

 

Three years ago we encouraged projects and supporters to write to the members of a 

parliamentary committee who were debating an amendment to tackle the demand for sex 

trafficking and other forms of commercial sexual exploitation.  Several of the letters moved 

the MPs so much that they read them aloud during the debate. 

 

Although the law did not change on that occasion, as a result, the ministers announced that 

they would take six months to run a consultation on prostitution legislation.  Out of this 

process came a Bill which proposed to tackle the demand for sex trafficking and forced 

prostitution by making it an offence to pay for sex with a person who is ‘subject to force’. 

 

There was great objection to this proposed law and over the following year we worked with 

survivors, NGOs, MPs, local projects, and concerned individuals across the UK to encourage 

MPs and Peers to vote in favour.  Right up until the evening of the key vote in the Lords in 

November 2009 we expected the clause to be dropped.  Miraculously, the law was passed 

and was finally enforced in April 2010.  This would not have happened if a movement of 

people from all walks of life had not come together and made their voices heard. 

 

  

The challenge ahead 

Although some significant steps have been taken, the route to tackling trafficking and 

exploitation is not a simple one.  It is a complex issue which requires a multi-faceted 

approach.  There are many factors which need to be addressed – both through legislation 

and via other means – in order to fully tackle this problem. 

 

Every year children are brought into the UK and exploited through forced begging, domestic 

servitude and prostitution.  What is especially shocking is that recent research has shown 

that out of one group of 80 identified child victims of trafficking in the UK, 64% had gone 

missing from social services and have never been found.  It is paramount that the 

Government makes sure that this trend does not continue.  Clearly, more needs to be done 

to protect vulnerable children who have been trafficked into this country. 

 

This is just one of the issues addressed in the proposed European Directive on Human 

Trafficking.  The UK is one of only two EU member states which have not opted-in to the 

agreement.  It is very clear that UK legislation and practice does not rise to all the challenges 

set out in the Directive and if we do not embrace it we will be failing some of the most 

vulnerable people in our society. [5] 
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There is a real need for people in the UK to speak up and encourage the Government to look 

again at their decision to opt-out.  Many men, women and children are unseen and unheard.  

Those of us who have a voice can help change that. 

 

Notes 

[1] http://www.care.org.uk . 

[2] http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2009/oct/23/trafficking-prostitution-women-myth. 

[3] Proverbs 31:8. See also the following verse. 

[4] http://www.beyondthestreets.org.uk. 

[5] See http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2010/aug/30/coalition-opts-out-sex-trafficking for commentary 

on the Coalition’s refusal to sign up to the Directive. 

 

 

Please Note: The views expressed in this article are those of the author and do not necessarily reflect the position 
of Redcliffe College. 

If you would like to respond to this article, please use the ‘Voice your comments’ form on the Encounters website 
(www.redcliffe.org/encounters).  You may prefer to email your response to mission@redcliffe.org, in which case 
please remember to include your full name, your organisation/role and whether you would like your comments 
posted on the Encounters discussion board. 
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