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Introduction 
The information gathered in this presentation is based on my journey with South Asian 
Christians in West Yorkshire and beyond in the North of England. 

This presentation will focus more on the need of understanding the importance of South 
Asian Christian presence (predominantly Christians from Pakistani Background) for the 
church at large in North part of UK. 

I am sharing some information through our News letters about our approach and strategy in 
initiating Asian Christian ministry. (if you want to receive the News Letter – please email 
ajohn419@btinternet.com) 

 

Our Reasons for initiating Asian Christian ministry   
We never wanted to establish a separate Asian Church. Rather we provided South Asian 
Christians in the North a space and opportunity to come together to worship in their language 
every last Sunday of the month. There have been two fold reasons for this: First to create an 
opportunity for them to discuss their challenges and guide them to integrate with their local 
parishes intelligently and secondly to express and live their Christian faith in UK without 
forgetting their language and culture. 

To a very great extent we have achieved our purpose at least in Bradford where many of our 
Asian Christian families are embedded effectively in their local churches. They play crucial 
role in terms of sharing their testimony of conversion and act in the society as ‘the wounded 
healers’. 

Please refer to the Diagram: you will find that when we initiated Asian Christian Ministry we 
tried a model where the energy spreads out from the Centre, building confidence and a 
sense of identity among the scattered but faithful Asian Christian Community of West 
Yorkshire. 

However you will see in the diagram that we were not able to pursue formal links about Asian 
Christian Ministry with the surrounding Anglican Dioceses. And yet we keep receiving Asian 
Christians from Leeds and Wakefield in our services. 

 

My observation and proposal 
During the last five years of my journey with the South Asian Christian community in UK 
(particularly in North of England) At times I have been quite encouraged and some times 
quite bewildered. I can find enormous potential with which South Asian Christians have 
entered in this country. However I am not sure to what extent Asian Christians have been 
able to share the same with the wider society particularly with the mainline Churches in 
England? 

It is quite possible that in the South of England the South Asian Christians are better 
organized and have been able to develop ways and means to express themselves more 
intelligently. But in the North of England we seem to be quite spread and unorganized. 
However in the same breath I will not undermine the labour of some of them who are 
constantly busy in building the profile of the South Asian Christian Community in this part of 
the country. 
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I find that the issue of persecution of Christians in Pakistan is raised very well at various 
fronts both nationally and internationally. This is an important issue and needs attention. 

But there are also important issues about the presence and engagement of South Asian 
Christians in this country. On 14th June 2008 a select group of Asian Christian leaders were 
invited from the North of England (about 38 people) which included some white local 
leadership and a considerable presence of Asian Youth and few elderly Asian people to 
focus on some of the real issues faced by Asian Christian families particularly the young 
generation in the UK. In this meeting the following issues and concerns were raised: 

(1) Their identity as Asian minority Christian ethnic group. They find themselves a 
minority within minority as Church at large is diverting a lot of time in relating to 
different faiths communities. The minority ethnic Christian Communities particularly 
South Asians feel quite depressed about being ignored. 

(2) The dual life style of the Asian Christian youth who are born in the UK: (Out side 
the home they have to follow popular British Youth Culture and back home Asian 
customs Do’s and Don’ts). Language is a big issue. They don’t find much support in 
mainline Churches but do get attracted to different Evangelical fellowships. – Need to 
acknowledge youth’s potential and their role in the Church. 

(3) Fragmentation and lack of leadership among South Asian Christian Community in 
the UK. They feel attention is diverted more on strengthening Muslim leadership in 
this country. They feel even Church has not thought of them as potential mission 
partners by the main line Churches in the UK.  

(4) Importance of family life and role of the mainline Churches: Church must use their 
testimony of faith in this country more effectively and work towards building their 
confidence. 

(5) Youth need Bilingual services with good music in English and Punjabi and not 
exclusively Urdu.  

 

Our Parish Council decided to divert more energy in focussing on South Asian Christians in 
the North and bring to surface the ongoing Asian Christian ministry in the North of England. 

 

We are intending to undertake the following tasks 
(1) We intend to produce a six monthly News Letter focussing mainly on Asian 
Christians in North, gathering their stories and highlighting their life and presence in 
the UK. This gathering of stories will also collect information about their 
understanding of Christian faith and the way they testify it. 

(2) This will involve visitation and Networking with both local Churches in different 
areas of Asian Christian Presence in the mainline Churches and independent Asian 
Christian Groupings. 

(3) We intend to build Asian Christian Youth net Work in the North and create 
opportunities for them to mingle with Christian Youth of different ethnical 
backgrounds. 

 

I have already been doing networking. Being an Indian I have been treated as Neutral 
partner amongst Pakistani Christians and I am quite pampered by their love and confidence 
in me. However I strongly feel that a proper focus with wider Church body will help on the 
one hand in raising their profile and on the other hand helping them to integrate with wider 
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Christian community in the UK with more confidence. They are very effective tools for the 
mission of the Church in the UK. 

 

Implications of this proposal 
Obviously it will require financial assistance as well as partnership. At St. Paul’s with our 
limited resources we have done well so far. But we are now facing a situation where we can 
not financially support this initiative.  

 
We need prayer support, partners with some financial assistance for meeting the cost: 
For travelling as we meet people and gather their stories; 

We need support to produce the collected information for wider use; 

We need support to hold events e.g. workshops, seminar, conference etc. 

It is quite possible that the collections of information may turn out to be a helpful document to 
be shared with the wider Church in UK. Those who intend to help us out in this and become 
partner in this ministry: Please do get in touch with us through our Administrator: 

Carmel Dylek:  Email info@manningham.bradford.anglican.org

 

 

Please Note: The views expressed in this article are those of the author and do not 
necessarily reflect the position of Redcliffe College. 

If you would like to respond to this article, please use the ‘Voice your comments’ form on the 
Encounters website (www.redcliffe.org/encounters).  You may prefer to email your response 
to mission@redcliffe.org, in which case please remember to include your full name, your 
organisation/role and whether you would like your comments posted on the Encounters 
discussion board. 
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