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Why is Christian Apologetics Necessary in South Asia? 

Apologetics & Polemics is deeply ingrained in the very psyche, tradition and culture of South 

Asians in general, particularly amongst those who adhere to the religion of Islam. As a South 

Asian from Pakistan, I can say that we South Asians have the Athenian syndrome, which is 

to discuss new ideas about everything, especially about faith issues. The dynamics of these 

discussions change and vary, depending upon whether the discussion is in relation to 

inclusive religions like Hinduism & Buddhism or some exclusive religions like Judaism, 

Christianity & Islam. The way Christian apologetics is used in relation to Hinduism would be 

quite different from when it is applied during dialogue with Islam; though primarily the 

underlying Biblical principle would stay the same. 

The inclusive nature of Hinduism, Sikhism, Jainism and Buddhism means they don‟t seem to 

have the same wavelength of polemics against Christianity as Islam. A Hindu has not much 

problem in accepting Jesus as God, as it is a matter of adding Jesus to the 160 million Hindu 

gods; they might even tell you that you can be a Hindu and a Christian at the same time. For 

a Buddhist, there is no dichotomy in being a Christian and a Buddhist at the same time; 

because Buddha is a stage of enlightenment and they are happy to accept Jesus as one of 

their Buddhas. Because of their inclusive nature these religions are not as evangelistic as 

Christianity & Islam, and definitely not as polemical towards Christianity as Islam. 

Both Christianity and Islam are very exclusive faiths, with very little if at all any grey areas. 

You are either in or you are out!! If you profess to be a Christian or a Muslim, then you can‟t 

be something else at the same time. Gnostics tried syncretising Christianity with pantheism, 

but they failed; similar efforts for syncretising Islam were made by the Mughal emperor, Jalal-

ul-Din Akbar, but they weren‟t successful either. Today we read about Gnosticism and 

Akbar‟s Deen-e-Elahi only in history books, as neither of them has any known followers. Both 

Christianity & Islam claim to have the ultimate truth, which makes them inherently 

evangelistic in nature, as they both feel that it is their duty to propagate and defend their God 

given truth. This kind of exclusivity combined with a divine evangelistic mandate often brings 

the both religions into confrontation all over the world and South Asia is no exception in this 

matter. During the last couple of hundred years, South Asia has seen many Muslim 

polemicists, who have mainly targeted Christianity in their effort to try to make Islam win by 

default. It is not surprising at all that most of the Christian apologetics in South Asia have 

also been focussed mainly on answering the Muslim objections to Christianity. For this 

reason, as we discuss about Christian apologetics in South Asia, the main thrust of our focus 

in this paper will stay on Christian Muslim apologetics. 

When we think of the South Asian Muslim polemics in the last hundred years, then two 

names immediately come to mind. They are Ahmed Deedat and Dr. Zakir Naik, both of them 
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famous for their debates with known Christian apologists. A brief examination of their life and 

works will help us to comprehend the need for Christian Apologetics in the South Asian 

context. 

Ahmed Deedat was from South Asian (Indian) background, but born and raised in South 

Africa (1918-2005). He wrote a lot of polemical material in the late 20th century, including 

many books, which are very popular amongst South Asian Muslims all over the world. These 

books raise many questions about the fundamental beliefs & tenets of Christian faith, hence 

challenging the very foundations of our Christian faith. The titles of some of his books are self 

explanatory as to their content, such as: 

• Is the Bible God's Word? 

• What The Bible Says About Muhammad 

• Crucifixion or Cruci-Fiction? 

• Muhammad: The Natural Successor to Christ 

• Christ in Islam, Muhammad The Greatest 

• Al-Qur'an the Miracle of Miracles. 

Saudi Arabia generously gave money for the printing of a collated volume of four of Deedat‟s 

popular booklets titled “The Choice: Islam and Christianity”, and the entire book is also 

available on the internet. The extreme polemics used by Deedat in his debates with 

Christians inspired many Muslims worldwide and we still see the resonance of his arguments 

during discussion between Muslims and Christians today. 

Dr. Zakir Naik was born in India in 1965, he claims to have been inspired by the late Ahmed 

Deedat and seems to copy the Deedat style while debating Christians. Dr. Naik is the 

founder and president of the Islamic Research Foundation (IRF) and he owns the global 

„Peace TV‟, which is watched by millions of Muslims all over the world. He has a remarkable 

ability to memorise a large number of Biblical, Koranic & Hadith references, and 

Anthropologist Thomas Blom Hansen  has written that Naik's style of memorizing the Qur'an 

and Hadith literature in various languages and related missionary activity has made him 

extremely popular in Muslim and non-Muslim circles. 

The books written by both Deedat and Naik are widely available in South Asia and at 

Muslims book stores around the world. Their CDs and DVDs of their lectures and debates 

are being distributed by Islamic centres and mosques around the world. 

 

What has already been done & achieved? 

Christian Apologetics in South Asia also has a history of over a hundred years and it seems 

to have flourished substantially during the British colonial time. Most of the Christian 

apologetics in South Asia has been focussed on responding to the Muslim and Ahmadi 

polemics, because they are the two main groups raising objections about the Christian faith. 

Some of these Christian apologetics materials were also written for the purpose of 

propagating and not merely defending the Christian faith. A few of the prominent Christian 

apologists during British Raj in South Asia are Bishop Karl Pfander, Maulvi Pardi Abdul Haq, 

Maulana Sultan Mohammad Paul, Allama Barkat Ullah, Akbar Masih, Edward Canon Sell, 
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G.L. Thakar Dass, Barkat A. Khan, Maulvi Hashmat Ullah and Imad-ud-Din Lahzer. The 

books written by these apologists are part of the remarkable legacy of Christian apologetics 

in South Asia. The Pakistan Government has banned all of these books, as the apologetics 

content is deemed to be a threat to Islam. Therefore these books aren‟t available at any 

bookshops in Pakistan, though a lot of these books in Urdu language are being made 

available on the internet. 

Despite such a rich heritage of Christian apologetics in South Asia, no notable new material 

has been written since 1947, the year when India and Pakistan became independent nations. 

After independence, Indian Christians didn‟t feel the need to produce any Christian-Muslim 

apologetics, their context being a Hindu majority nation; whereas in Pakistan the subsequent 

Governments made it difficult for Pakistani Christians to produce any material on this subject. 

The draconian Blasphemy Laws in Pakistan make it even harder to write apologetics 

materials in Pakistan, as the 295-C of the Pakistan Penal Code carries a mandatory death 

sentence for anyone deemed to be insulting Islam. Even if anyone writes any fresh 

apologetics materials, then it is difficult to surmount the challenge of getting it published, as 

most publishers in Pakistan won‟t even touch such material due to fear for their lives. 

The challenges of producing fresh apologetics materials has resulted in magnifying the value 

of the existing writings of Christian apologists from the colonial time, as that is the best that is 

available to the church in South Asia. Even though these materials are still very useful, there 

is an urgent need for producing fresh materials for responding to the contemporary 

challenges posed by a new generation of Muslim polemicists. 

 

What is God already doing? 

God has prompted churches, ministries and individuals to advance the Kingdom in South 

Asian through the usage of Christian apologetics. Ravi Zacharias Ministry has been offering 

up to one year of training in apologetics and evangelism in India, whereas various 

correspondence courses in Christian apologetics are also available. 

In Pakistan, New Life Institute and The Christian Theological Research Centre are helping 

believers learn about Christian apologetics. Bible colleges in Pakistan are trying to develop 

the module of apologetics for their students, as they are increasingly becoming convinced 

that the future of the Church in Pakistan depends upon the ability of the pew sitters to be 

able to give a reason for their faith in Jesus Christ. During an evangelistic media consultation 

in Pakistan in 2009, it was decided to have a network of Christian apologists in Pakistan, 

committed to developing and identifying fresh apologetics materials for making them 

available to Churches in Pakistan. 

A somewhat similar initiation is underway in Bangladesh, where a lot of apologetics materials 

are being produced in Bengali and English language to make them available to churches 

through the internet. One can hope that some of these initiatives in Pakistan, India and 

Bangladesh will have ripple effects in the neighbouring South Asian nations like, Nepal, 

Bhutan, Sri Lanka and Maldives. 
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The Potential, Scope & Need for Developing Fresh Apologetics Approaches 

The church in South Asia needs to develop its own South Asian paradigms for Christian 

apologetics, which can strike chords with the mindset and worldview of the South Asians. 

There is indeed room for translating some of the excellent books written by Western 

Christian apologists, but South Asian apologists would still need to develop ways to 

contextualise that knowledge to maximise its benefits for the church in that part of the world. 

For example, political correctness is considered a virtue in the Western world, but that would 

be taken as a sign of weakness while defending the Gospel in South Asia because the 

perception is that if one claims to have the truth, then they must be able to present it in an 

unapologetic and straightforward manner. 

New paradigms for apologetics should also be explored, especially in the context of Christian 

Muslim apologetics in South Asia. It seems that Muslim polemicists make Christian 

apologists dance to their tune, making Christians defend whatever Muslims want them to 

defend, not necessarily what should be defended. For example Muslim polemicists would 

say that Jesus is not the son of God and he didn‟t die on the cross, and Christian apologist 

would immediately start giving reasons from the Bible to prove the deity of Christ, his death 

and resurrection. After the Christian apologist is exhausted with trying to establish the deity, 

death and resurrection of Christ in the Bible, the Muslim polemicist would simply turn around 

and say that since the Bible has been corrupted and hence is unreliable, why should he 

believe anything Christians quote from the Bible? The Christian apologist would then 

wholeheartedly start giving reasons to prove that the Bible is trustworthy, only to have the 

Muslim polemicist object to the trinity, and here we go again. The worst aspect of such 

encounters is that we often get so carried away with defending what we are forced to defend, 

that we almost forget to present the gospel. 

Instead of indulging in these knee jerk reactions with Muslims and calling it apologetics, we 

need to think more carefully about what is so unique and special about the Christian faith, 

and how we can best present and defend it. We need to diligently craft our methodologies for 

effectively presenting the gospel, because our apologetics are worthless if not helping us in 

our primary task of sharing the good news. Christian apologists should always keep their 

eyes on the ball that the Gospel message needs to be shared no matter what, instead of 

being carried away with the fervour of trying to respond to red herrings, which are often 

meant to create the smoke screen in which the message of the gospel is lost. In my opinion, 

none of the above Muslim arguments is a primary argument; as all of them are like the 

branches of a tree and not the trunk, and however many branches we cut, the new ones 

always keep growing. 

Most of the Muslim polemics against the Bible are primarily based on the Koranic view  that 

God is basically in the business of giving guidance to humankind through books & prophets 

i.e. He sent Moses with the Old Testament , Jesus with the New Testament and Mohammad 

with the Last Testament, and since the Koran is the Last & Final Testament, it is superior to 

both the Old and New Testaments, because it is like a guardian that identifies and corrects 

the mistakes made in both the previous Testaments . 

When we examine the Muslim objections to Christianity in the light of the above supposition, 

it gives us a deeper insight into the Muslim mindset. We start to comprehend the reasoning 

behind their arguments against the trinity, the deity of Christ and his death and resurrection. 

Christian apologists need to realise that it doesn‟t matter how much evidence they produce 
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from the Bible or how eloquently it is presented because if it fails to engage and respond to 

the above Koranic supposition, it makes little or no sense to them. Christian apologists need 

to produce a convincing defence of the New Testament to be the Final Testament from God, 

as that is the only sure way of tackling the above Islamic perception; otherwise our 

apologetics will continue to be like fighting with a squid with a thousand tentacles, as no 

matter how many tentacles you chop you will never win if aren‟t trying to reach for its head. 

Christians need to understand that we are people of the covenant, because the God of the 

Bible is inherently a God of covenants. A testament is merely a written record of a covenant, 

which is meant to testify to the covenant between two individuals or groups. A marriage 

certificate is a testament of a marital covenant between a man and a woman, as it testifies to 

the covenant taken by them to become husband and wife. The Old & New Testaments in the 

Bible are the written records, testifying to various covenants between God and humanity. The 

Koran refers to Jews and Christians as Ahle-Kitab (people of the book), but we need to 

gently remind them that first and foremost we are a people of the covenant and then a 

people of the book. As marriage is more important than the marriage certificate; in the same 

way God‟s covenants are more important than the testaments, which are merely written 

records, testifying to those covenants. 

Muslim polemicists are very keen to compare the Old & New Testaments to the Koran, 

allegedly the last testament of God, and they like to point out all sorts of alleged 

contradictions, corruptions and changes in the Bible to demonstrate that Koran is superior to 

the Bible. Christian apologists have danced long enough to this tune for the last fourteen 

hundred years of Islam. I believe that we should start to engage our Muslim friends in 

comparing Biblical covenants with the alleged Islamic covenant, which Muslims claim the 

Koran testifies to as the Last & Final Testament. We also need to equip Christians in South 

Asia and elsewhere into analytical thinking, hence enabling them to rediscover aspects of our 

scriptures which can be powerful tools for presenting and defending the Gospel. Being 

people of God‟s covenants, we will also need to explore ways of dwelling on the covenants 

between us and God, as this will surely enable us as we propagate and defend the gospel in 

ways more powerful than we can imagine in living memory. 

 

Partnerships for Resourcing South Asian Churches with Apologetics 

Partnerships can be a complicated phenomenon and a huge amount of trust is needed on 

both sides for making it work. As churches & mission organisations in the West seek to 

resource South Asian indigenous church planting movements to help them develop effective 

apologetics in advancing the Lord‟s Kingdom in South Asia, it will be a blessed experience 

for all parties. I would like to identify a few areas with an urgent need for developing such 

partnerships: 

 Modules of Christian apologetics for Bible Colleges and Seminaries in South Asia. 

 Extensive Apologetics training for lay Christians. 

 Supporting the national apologists. 

 Help with the publication of new materials. 

 Scholarships for outstanding South Asian apologists. 
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 Dissemination through Internet, Radio and Satellite TV. 

Most of the theological seminaries and Bible colleges in South Asia, particularly in countries 

like Pakistan and Bangladesh, don‟t even have a module for Christian apologetics. They 

have hardly any books on Christian apologetics in their libraries, let alone the latest materials 

on this subject. Modules for Christian apologetics should be introduced at certificate, diploma 

and degree levels in some of these South Asian seminaries and Bible colleges; they should 

even be affiliated with some of the known seminaries and Bible colleges in the Western 

world. Funding should be sought to help purchase apologetics related books for the libraries 

of these seminaries, enabling them to have the latest books on apologetics for equipping the 

future generations of Christians in South Asia, as it is crucial for the survival and growth of 

the church in that part of the word. 

Most of the seminaries in South Asia are very focussed on preparing people for ordained 

pastoral ministry and they have hardly anything on offer to lay Christians. I believe that a 1-5 

week long extensive residential training in Christian apologetics should also be offered for lay 

Christians, similar to the one offered by the RZIM summer school. The lay Christians are 

more likely to come across people of other faiths at their work places and such investment 

into their lives will enable them to become confident Christians and better witnesses for the 

gospel. 

Most of the Christian apologists in South Asia are in full time secular jobs to earn bread and 

butter for themselves and their families. Some of them can be supported to be released to 

spend more time, if not full time, to develop and formalise their research and be able to teach 

it to equip local churches. Some of the Western Mission organisations working in South Asia 

can employ some of these apologists, thus enabling them to fulfil their God given calling and 

vision. A number of apologists have written good books, booklets and pamphlets, but 

resources weren‟t available to get them printed. Some assistance for the publication of 

outstanding works can be a way to bless churches in these South Asian nations. Already 

existing forums and networks of Christian apologists in South Asia can help identify and 

recommend apologetics materials, and the funding should be granted for the publications of 

these materials for equipping the church for presenting and defending the gospel. Investment 

into the research done by South Asian apologists into various aspects of Christian 

apologetics is eventually going to be useful for the Church in the West as it responds to the 

challenge of Islam and other religious movements within Europe and North America. 

A scholarship fund can also be established to enable some of the emerging South Asian 

apologists to carry out further research at the Bible colleges in the Western world. This 

should also be seen as an investment towards the growth and strengthening of the South 

Asian apologetics based evangelistic movements. 

Currently there are various Internet related evangelistic projects that are underway in South 

Asia. The Internet is a very powerful medium, which is being used by more and more South 

Asians every day. This provides Christians with a phenomenal opportunity to propagate the 

gospel to a very large number of people in South Asia, especially the relatively closed 

nations like Maldives and Bhutan or the restricted nations like, Pakistan, Bangladesh and 

Nepal. India and Sri Lanka are relatively open countries, so the opportunities for proclaiming 

the gospel through the Internet are even greater. 
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Satellite TV channels are a relatively recent phenomenon, but one of the fastest growing 

ones. It seems that more and more satellite channels are starting in the world and South Asia 

is no exception. A lot of these satellite channels are offering entertainment, sports and news; 

but there are many Islamic, Hindu and Sikh Satellite TV channels, which are propagating 

these religions in various South Asian languages. A number of Christian satellite channels 

are also busy propagating the gospel in Arabic and Farsi languages, but unfortunately to 

date there is no Christian satellite TV channel to broadcast the good news in South Asia in 

Urdu, Hindi, Punjabi, Guajarati and other South Asian languages. Starting a satellite TV 

channel is a costly business, but Churches in the West should prayerfully consider partnering 

with the South Asian church movements to start such TV channels, because these channels 

have the potential to reach more people than we can count. 

When we talk about apologetics based South Asian church planting movements, let us not 

forget nearly 3 million South Asians in the UK and a much larger number of them throughout 

Western Europe. These South Asians living in UK, Europe, North America and Australia 

probably surf the web and watch Satellite TV channels more than the South Asians living in 

South Asia, which is a huge God given opportunity to reach them with the gospel, though 

sadly most of it is being missed by the church. There are 19 UK based satellite channels that 

are run by Muslims, 6 run by Hindus and 2 run by Sikhs and one run by the Buddhists; 

providing religious programmes in English and South Asian languages. There are currently a 

wide range of US based Christian channels, and some African ones which somehow don‟t 

tend to appeal to South Asian viewers due to linguistic and cultural barriers. There is 

currently only one Christian channel that is presenting the Gospel in South Asian languages 

to viewers in the UK & Europe, but it is very lopsided in terms of most of the focus is on India 

and very little is being done in terms of apologetics-based evangelistic programmes for South 

Asian Muslims. There is an opportunity for partnership between Western churches and South 

Asian Christian apologists in the UK to initiate a UK based Satellite TV channel, to preach 

the gospel to South Asians not only in South Asian but throughout the world. 

These are many more areas of mission, evangelism and training where all sorts of other 

gospel partnerships can be forged between emerging mission movements in South Asia and 

the established churches in the Western world. Due to the limitations of this paper, only 

some of the more significant and urgent opportunities for partnership are discussed and it is 

sincerely believed that the results would be beneficial for the strengthening and growth of the 

church not only in South Asia, but also in many other parts of the world. 
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