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Do Justice, Love Mercy  

and Walk Humbly 
An interview with Sheryl Haw; International Director, Micah Network 

Andy Kingston-Smith, Lecturer in Mission, Redcliffe College (ed.) 

 
 

AKS: Sheryl, what is your role within Micah Network, and what are some of the key purposes 

and objectives of Micah’s ministry? 

 

SH: As of April 2010, I have been appointed as the International Director of Micah Network.  

 

The underlining verse from the Bible that has guided Micah Network is from Micah 6:8: ‘What 

does the Lord require of you but to do justice, love mercy and walk humbly with your God.’ 

The inspiration and overriding focus we draw from this encompasses all aspects of our lives; 

the being, doing and saying of living out the Gospel; in short, this is called integral mission.  

 

Our mission statement captures the essence of our network objectives; to motivate and 

equip a global community of Christians to embrace and practice integral mission. Another 

descriptive term that helps us to understand integral mission is holistic transformation. The 

objectives of Micah Network encompass all these aspects; 

 

 Do Justice: To stand and speak out for justice and mercy through our 

commitment to hold all levels and aspects of decision-makers and people in 

power and/or with authority to account for their responsibilities 

 Love Mercy: 

i. Relief:  life-saving responses 

ii. Reconciliation: of us to God, to one another, to creation and to oneself 

iii. Restoration: of all things under Christ 

iv. Good governance 

v. Good practice in meeting real community needs 

vi. Social transformation: equality and justice 

 Walk humbly: New Kingdom values that Jesus has declared 

 

It is essential that we understand what integral mission is. The Micah Network Declaration of 

Integral Mission drafted in 2001 [1] unpacks the process in its entirety. As a network we bring 

like-minded organisations together to fellowship, share experiences and expertise, to 

enhance capacity and practice, to stand together in solidarity for the issues we believe need 

to be advocated for and on behalf of, and to forward the centrality of mission. 
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AKS: Given that your framework is an integral one, there must be areas which have 

prominence because of the urgency of the times we are in. What would you consider to be 

the 3 most critical justice-related issues in mission today, and why? 

 

SH: I would advocate, in general terms, a proper, Biblical response in these three key areas:- 

 

 Firstly, Socio-political and economic justice 

This is necessary so to make ensure, weaker and more vulnerable people are protected and 

do not become victims of oppression. All should have access to sufficient essential goods 

and services to sustain life. Arguably, a large share of the responsibility for ensuring that this 

happens lies with the government [2] and this is one of the reasons Micah Network and 

World Evangelical Alliance have partnered to create a campaign called Micah Challenge, 

which has as its primary focus to hold governments to account for the promises captured in 

the Millennium Development Goals [3] and, in particular, to halve global poverty by 2015. [4]  

 

 Secondly, Restorative justice  

Wherever there is an abuse or a misuse of power, and advantage is taken over by another, 

the character and Word of God are clear – God calls us to practise justice and correct 

inequity. [5] Because God loves justice, He requires it to be done for all and this includes 

correcting imbalances of power. 

 

 Thirdly, Spiritual justice 

This requires the proclamation and demonstration of Good News, which heralds the freedom 

Christ has won for us all. [6] 

 

In each of the 3 areas of justice mentioned above, I believe we are called to stand, speak out 

and actively pursue justice. It is a travesty for us to see injustice, but do nothing about it. 

Some practical ways in which to engage and pursue justice are:- 

 

 Confronting injustice in society through exposing it, raising awareness of it and 

standing together to address it (e.g. through campaigning) 

 Delivering the poor from exploitation – this requires a practical intervention, as 

well as addressing the structures and institutions, which propagate injustice. 

 Liberating the powerless from oppression - (e.g. helping to break the cycles of 

violence and counter-violence, which threaten the vulnerable). 

 Creating ‘just communities’, which are intentionally-committed to include outcasts 

and the marginalised. 
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AKS: What would you recommend to people who are considering engaging with justice-

related ministry? 

 

SH: Principally, two key things:- 

 

 Firstly, Preparation 

Being involved in relief and development activities amongst communities which were 

marginalised and oppressed showed me that the provision of basic needs acted only as a 

temporary relief of physical needs, and did not address the causes of poverty and injustice 

that reduced them to the state they were. This required aid. Holistic transformation requires 

one to address the total need, and to seek good changes and restoration. 

 

 Secondly, Engagement 

I believe a number of things need to be considered:- 

 We should be aware that our own background, upbringing and education have all 

influenced our perspectives and our responses. We need to humbly research and 

seek understanding before God and those we seek to serve, and this includes 

recognition of the equality that God’s Kingdom brings in. 

 To walk alongside those we seek to serve, so as to understand and share the 

burden. This may entail becoming involved in working with those who are 

oppressed and marginalised. 

 A combined effort, using contextually-appropriate means and drawing from local 

efforts and resources wherever possible, is vital. This is one of the reasons why 

Micah Network seeks to mobilise and network with grass-root organisations and 

the local church, as the key agents for transformation. 

 We must keep informed, and share with likeminded people. Standing in solidarity, 

by engaging in campaigns, has a powerful voice. [7] 

 

AKS: In terms of training and preparation for ministry in areas where justice issues are 

prominent, what would you, as an experienced practitioner, like to see training institutions, 

such as Redcliffe College, offer students, who are considering this kind of work? 

 

SH: In Micah Network, we approach justice and advocacy through three integrated 

perspectives, and I would advise exploration of the same for Redcliffe students; 

 

 Theological perspective:  

To engage with God’s view of justice expressed throughout the Bible. Students 

should consider the questions that act as barriers for Christians to engage in justice 
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ministries, and to grapple with the questions that would enhance such engagement. 

This supports a form of apologetics. 

 

 Good practice:  

To consider the various approaches for engaging in justice and advocacy ministries, 

comparing secular and faith-based approaches, exploring best practice and Christian 

distinctiveness. 

 

 Learning:  

Effective utilisation of case studies, and critical learning of the various types of justice 

work, at all levels of society. 

 

AKS: Does engagement in development lead to justice issues coming to the fore, and how 

should local communities be empowered to engage critically with issues of injustice in their 

own contexts?  

 

SH: Engagement is relief, and development inevitably leads to justice. Integral mission 

indicates, clearly, that one’s response needs to take into consideration all aspects that 

impact a community. 

 

At the heart of mobilising a community to respond to its own needs is the local 

congregation/church. The church brings a message of hope and good news about identity 

and equality. The local church can demonstrate the love of God in action by working with the 

community to help address its needs. Creating the platforms for communities to learn, be 

informed and to discuss what they believe is the best way to proceed, is what is referred to 

as ‘participatory empowerment processes’. 

 

AKS: In what way are we, in the West, guilty of obstructing local community empowerment 

by virtue of our propensity to keep control, manage and restrict the flow of funds, and take 

the leadership roles in policy-making? 

 

SH: The danger we have when working with communities is our tendency to want to force 

our own agendas, drive the pace of change and impose our own morality. This may often be 

culturally-defined and legalistic, resulting in acting in a judgemental and exclusive manner. 

We are susceptible to bringing our own cultural version of Christianity and we tend to seek 

conformity. We often, unintentionally, create dependencies by using funds and resources as 

a means to an end. It is often easier to give money than to struggle alongside! 

 

Genuine love and acceptance of one another is essential to guide our practice. 
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Notes 

[1] See http://www.micahnetwork.org/en/integral-mission/micah-declaration, for details of the 

Declaration. 

[2] Note Jeremiah 21:12. 

[3] See chart, below, which sets out the Millennium Development Goals:- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[4] See www.micahchallenge.org. 

[5] See, for example, Psalm 9:9, 18 and Psalm 103:6. 

[6] Freedom from slavery, as in Luke 4:18-19. 

[7] Such as the Micah Challenge – website address is set out in note 4 above. 

 

 

 

Please Note: The views expressed in this article are those of the author and do not necessarily reflect the position 
of Redcliffe College. 

If you would like to respond to this article, please use the ‘Voice your comments’ form on the Encounters website 
(www.redcliffe.org/encounters).  You may prefer to email your response to mission@redcliffe.org, in which case 
please remember to include your full name, your organisation/role and whether you would like your comments 
posted on the Encounters discussion board. 
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